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President’s Message 

Throughout the country there are 
unmistakable signs of new and _ in- 
creased library activities. The Ameri- 
ean Library Association, various edu- 
cational foundations, the Federal Gov- 
ernment through the Office of Edu- 
cation, and even Congress itself is con- 
cerned with important library projects. 
National magazines, with circulations 
in the millions, are talking about pub- 
lie libraries and the need of library 
extension. 

What is true of the nation as a 
whole is true about Iowa. Active com- 
mittees of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion are at work to see that Iowa /i- 
brary activities keep pace with those 
of other states. The report on li- 
brary service in Iowa published by the 
Iowa State Planning Board was not 
only one of the first but is regarded 
as one of the best state library plans 
issued thus far. It has been adopted 


by the I. L. A. as a guide in working 
out a course for the future develop- 
ment of libraries in Iowa. Some prog- 
ress has already been made towards 
its accomplishment. 

There is now pending in the state 
legislature an important bill (S. F. 
382) to cerate by law a library cer- 
tification board, which deserves the 
support of all forward-looking libra- 
rians in the state. Other bills now 
pending in both Houses of the legis- 
lature clarify the meaning of exist- 
ing library laws and their passage 
will result in some cases in saving 
appropriations which would other- 
wise be lost to public libraries. 

The Iowa Library Association must 
take the lead in such work, cooperat- 
ing closely with the Iowa Library 
Commission and existing libraries. It 
is equally true that the Iowa Library 
Association can only keep the lead if 
the forward-looking trustees and li- 
brarians of the state support it and 
endorse its work by their member- 
ship. 

Next fall the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation will hold its meeting in Daven- 
port, the first time in a quarter cen- 
tury that the annual conference has 
been in one of the river cities, which 
were among the leaders in early li- 
brary development. 

District meetings are scheduled to 
be held in late April and early May 
in six convenient centers and these 
are designed to bring important mes- 
sages and inspiration to all parts of 
the state. At each of these district 
meetings there will be one outstand- 












ing library authority from outside the 
state as a guest speaker. 

President Robert M. Hutchins in a 
recent address said: ‘‘The library will 
be, in my view, the great instrument 
of popular education in the future.’’ 
This is a real challenge to librarians; 
a challenge which the Iowa Library 
Association, representing both the 
trustees and librarians of all types 
of libraries in Iowa, has accepted. 


Forrest B. SPAULDING, President, 
Iowa Library Association. 





Iowa Library Association 1937 

The meeting of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation for 1937 will be held in Dav- 
enport in October. Exact dates will 
be announced later. 

Hotel Black Hawk will be headquar- 
ters and a good program is promised 
and some unique entertainment hinted 
at. 

The last state meeting was held in 
Davenport in 1910 and Davenport wel- 
comes this opportunity to act as host 
to the Iowa Library Association after 
twenty-seven years. 

Librarians from the eastern part of 
the state will all attend of course, and 
no librarian can afford to miss the 
meeting. 





District Meetings, 1937 

By action of the Executive Board of 
the Iowa Library Association at its 
meeting in December, the number of 
district meetings was reduced to six 
and the following places selected for 
these meetings. The chairman and 
date of meetings are also listed. 

It is the intention of the Executive 
Board this year to expend a larger 
sum of Iowa Library Association funds 
for an outside speaker at each meet- 
ing. If not possible to announce these 
speakers in this number of the Quar- 
terly, announcement will be made later 
and you may count on a helpful ad- 
dress at each meeting with book talks 
and discussion of library problems, to 
be announced later. 

If there are questions you wish dis- 
cussed or a topic to suggest for roll 








eall,. please write Mr. Spaulding or 
Miss Robinson very soon. 

North Central and Central—Fort 
Dodge, Tuesday, April 27. Chairman, 
Lydia M. Barrette, Mason City. 

Northwest — Spencer, Wednesday, 
April 28. Chairman, Lora Shipley, 
Sheldon. 

Southwest and Middle West—Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Friday, April 30. Chairmen, 
Mrs. Gertrude Nelson, Audubon, and 
Harriet Foster, Clarinda. 

Central and Middle East—Grinnell, 
Monday, May 10. Chairman, Lillian 
Sutherland, Clinton. 

Southeast—Burlington, Wednesday, 
May 12. Chairman, Cornelia Rhyns- 
burger, Muscatine. 

Northeast—Dubuque, Friday, May 
14. Chairman, Marian Williams, 
Nashua. 





Membership 

Libraries are a great educational and 
cultural resource for the people of 
Iowa, and we, as librarians, have the 
opportunity of making their richness 
known, and of promoting their use- 
fulness. As individuals we may not 
feel ourselves a part of an educational 
enterprise, but through the Iowa Li- 
brary Association we are gathered in- 
to a library movement which reaches 
all parts of the state. Why not pay 
our dues now and become identified in 
a real way with our association? 


The following memberships are al- 
ready paid. Are you and your library 
among them? If not, why not make 
out your check today to Mrs. Helen 
Morse Reynolds, treasurer, Iowa Li- 
brary Association, Public Library, 
Maquoketa, Iowa, so that you will be 
included on the membership map which 
will be shown at the District Meetings 
in April? 


Libraries: 
Ames Iowa Wesleyan 
Belmond College 
Burlington Manchester 
Council Bluffs Missouri Valley 
Davenport Mount Pleasant 
Drake University Osage 
Galva Sioux City 


Grand Junction State University 


of Iowa 














Trustees: 
Cloughly, Mrs. Chas. W., Fort Madison 
Fahey, R. H., Fort Madison 
Frailey, J. R., Fort Madison 
Knemeyer, H. W., Fort Madison 
Robers, Mary J., Fort Madison 
Scherfe, W. A., Fort Madison 
Stempel, W. C., Fort Madison 
Sturgeon, W. R., Fort Madison 
Wahrer, Mrs. C. F., Fort Madison 
Librarians: 
Budde, Elena E., Mount Pleasant 
Clark, May, Dubuque 
Donahoe, Mrs. Dorothy, Polk County 
WPA Project 
Dunean, Mrs. Laura, Albia 
Ford, Frederich, Parsons College, Fair- 
field 
Kingsbury, Mary E., Hampton 
Law, Ainslie, Traer 
Michener, Elizabeth, Oskaloosa 
Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Burlington 
Neff, Grace K., Cedar Falls 
Olsen, Anna R., St. Ansgar 
Pike, Mildred, Sioux City 
Robinson, Julia A., Executive Secretary, 
Iowa Library Commission 
Smith, Inis, Simpson College, Indianola 
Stevens, Sadie, Carroll 
Rex; Helen, Spencer 
Wallace, Mrs. F. E., Belmond 
Way, Joselyn, Iowa Wesleyan College, 
Mount Pleasant 
Woods, Irma M., Winterset 
Staff: 
Aten, Helen H., Iowa Library Commis- 
sion 
Davis, Lucille, Iowa City 
Deyoe, Dorothy, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion 
Donaldson, Marjorie, Iowa Library Com- 
mission 
Hinton, Clara, State University 
Humphrey, Mary Brown, State Univer- 
sity 
Lumbard, Ruth, State Library 
Reu, Elizabeth, Dubuque 
Soukup, Virginia, Mason City 
Western, Dorothea, Waterloo High School 
Wilson, Lelia S., Iowa Library Commis- 
sion 
Interested People: 
Duren, Fanny, Ex-librarian, Eldora 
Hunt, May, Whittier, California 
Skemp, Helen W., Platteville, Wisconsin 


Scale of Membership 


Libraries with 35,000 or more vw!umes, 
$10.00 per year. 
Libraries with 15,000 to 35,000 volumes, 
$5.00 per year. 
Libraries with less than 15,000 volumes, 
$2.50 per year. 
_ Trustees, librarians, or persons interested 
in library work, $1.00. 
Ruta Lumsarp, Des Moines, Chairman 
CLaRice Krigoc, Iowa City, 
CATHERINE MEIER, Davenpo 
Membership Committee. 








American Library Association, 1937 

The fifty-ninth annual conference will 
be held in New York City, June 21-26, 
with headquarters at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. 

Addresses and rates of other hotels 
are given in the A. L. A. Bulletin for 
January, where ‘‘prompt reserving of 
room is urged.”’ 


A. L. A. Nominees for Office, 1937-38 
By Forrest B. SPAULDING 

Harrison W. Craver, Director of the 
Engineering Societies Library in New 
York City, has been nominated for 
the presidency of the American Li- 
brary Association for the year 1937- 
38, to succeed the present president, 
Maleolm G. Wyer. Mr. Craver has 
had wide library experience cover- 
ing a period of thirty-five years, first 
as Technology Librarian and later as 
Librarian of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, from which he resigned 
in 1917 to accept his present position. 
For ten years he was also head of the 
Library School at the Carnegie Li- 
brary of Pittsburgh. 

For the office of vice president the 
nominees are, Milton James Ferguson 
and Althea H. Warren, librarians of 
the Brooklyn, New York, and Los 
Angeles, California, libraries respec- 
tively. 

For the office of second vice presi- 
dent Herbert S. Hirshberg of the 
School of Library Science, Western 
Reserve University, and Eleanor M. 
Witmer, librarian of Teachers Col- 
lege Library, Columbia University, are 
the nominees. 

Once again an Iowan is among the 
nominees for the Executive Board, two 
of which will be elected to serve four- 
year terms. In addition to Charles H. 
Brown, librarian of the Iowa State Col- 
lege Library, nominees for the Board 
include, Harold F. Brigham of the 
Louisville, Kentucky, Free Publie Li- 
brary, Harriet E. Howe of the School 
of Librarianship of the University of 
Denver, and Carl Vitz of the Minne- 
apolis Public Library. 

If Mr. Brown is elected as a member 
of the Board, two members of the new 











Executive Board will be Iowans, For- 
rest Spaulding of the Des Moines Pub- 
lic Library having been elected to the 
Board last year at the Richmond con- 
ference. 

Matthew S. Dudgeon is nominated to 
the office of treasurer to succeed him- 
self. 





Iowa Summer Library School Society 


The Iowa Summer Library School 
Society held its annual meeting and 
election of officers on Tuesday evening, 
November 3rd last in the private din- 
ing room of the Grace Ransom Tea 
Room. 


As Maleom G. Wyer of Denver, Colo- 
rado, President of the A. L. A., was 
scheduled for the address of the eve- 
ning before the I. L. A. he was invited 
to meet as a special guest. State presi- 
dent, Miss Pike, was also a guest. 

Mr. Wyer having been director of 
the Iowa Summer Library School dur- 
ing the time the class of 1913 was 
in attendance it was, indeed, a pleasure 
to have him join us in our business 
and social meeting. His reminiscences 
of those days were enjoyed and espe- 
cially appreciated by Abbie Converse 
of Cresco, Mrs. Halden of Grundy 
Center and Helen Allen Burgess of 
Onawa, members of the class of 1913. 

A letter from James G. Hodgson the 
one and only gentleman in the class 
and, probably, the one who has really 
accomplished the most in these twenty- 
three years came too late for the meet- 
ing as the invitation to join us had 
been sent to his former address and 
‘‘Jimmy,’’ as we called him, has had 
a way of wandering far afield, a habit 
that has given him varied and inter- 
esting experiences. For the benefit of 
those who are interested his letter will 
be included in this account. 

There were thirty-two members and 
two guests present at this meeting. 

Miss Robinson reported for the loan 
fund that one loan had been made dur- 
ing the year. 

At the close of a brief business ses- 
sion the retiring chairman, Helen 
Burgess, suggested that the society en- 
deavor to hold really worth while meet- 


ings with some definite program each 
year and that the president be author- 
ized to appoint a committee to work 
out such a plan. This motion was 
carried. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
were: President, Harriet Foster, Clar- 
inda; Vice-President, Irma Hopley, 
Fort Madison, Secretary - treasurer, 
Flora Bailey, Perry. 

Report by HELEN ALLEN BuRGESS. 
Treasurer’s Report 
Balance on hand Nov. 3, 1936 $ 
Receipts: 
Interest 
Cerro Gordo State Bank 


refund 
Membership dues 


110.48 


128.92 
239.40 


Disbursements: 
Loan to Miss Hutchin- 


103.00 


$ 136.40 


Balance on hand 





Fort Collins, Colo., 
November 4, 1936. 
Mrs. Helen A. Burgess, Librarian, 
Onawa Public Library, 
Onawa, Iowa. 
Dear Mrs. Burgess: 

It was good to hear from you, and I thank 
you for your invitation to meet with the 
1913 group in Des Moines. But, as you can 
see from this reply, I did not get your let- 
ter until the meeting had already been held. 

Perhaps by this time Dr. Wyer has told 
you that my wandering feet have taken me 
to Colorado—and I would be just as satisfied 
if I could now stay in one place for a while. 

It has been a great satisfaction to get 
about the world, but I still think there is 
even more to be said for growing roots. 
After all, a good librarian should be able to 
boast that he can travel farther with books 
in an armchair than any group by actual 
voyages. 

I am very sorry that I did not have a 
chance to meet with our class of ’13. Every 
once in a while I get out the little diagram 
which shows everybody in her place at the 
tables and think of the things we used to 
do. In 23 years most of us have changed 
a lot, so I don’t know how many I could 
recognize in the flesh, but those pictures I 
took of everyone that summer certainly keep 
you as you were then. 

Perhaps I will get a chance to meet the 
summer school graduates some other year. 

Sincerely yours, Jaurs G. Iloveson. 
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Books for the Flood Area 


Upon receipt of news of the damage 
to libraries and books by floods, Presi- 
dent Spaulding, of the Iowa Library 
Association, immediately appointed a 
committee to have in charge such aid 
as lowa might be able to send to these 
libraries. 

You have probably all heard from 
Christine Taylor, of the Des Moines 
Publie Library, chairman of this com- 
mittee, and responded to her appeal. 

The following communication from 
Miss Taylor will give information con- 
cerning further needs: 


The committee in aid of flood strick- 
en hbraries has been busy getting 
books from libraries and individuals 
throughout Iowa and also trying to 
find out the approximate book needs 
from the libraries along the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers. 

The Junior Members who are work- 
ing on this project are very enthusi- 
astic about helping these libraries in 
distress and feel that this, our first 
project in the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, is extremely worth while. 

In Des Moines the group has been 
very fortunate in securing cooperation 
from the newspapers. We have had 
some articles explaining the project 
and even a picture of members of the 
committee unloading one load of books 
which had been donated. We have had 
one radio broadcast and several spot 
announcements in which we asked for 
books. Civie organizations and clubs 
have been interviewed and have prom- 
ised to help by giving books. 

Books and more books are needed. 
If you can spare them and if any citi- 
zens in your community are interested 
in giving books please let us knew at 


once. 
CHRISTINE TAYLOR, Chairman, 
Des Moines Public Library, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 





Iowa Library Quarterly Index 
Volume 12 
The Index to volume twelve of the 
Iowa Library Quarterly will be sent out 
at an early date. If not received, write 
the Iowa Library Commission. 





New State Librarian 


John D. Denison, of Des Moines, has 
been appointed State Librarian by the 
State Library Board to succeed John- 
son Brigham, who passed away last 
November. 

Mr. Denison is a native of Iowa, a 
graduate of Upper Iowa University 
and of the University of Nebraska Law 
School. He came to Des Moines in 
1915 after practicing law in Dubuque 
for ten years. 

Mr. Denison took office immediately. 
His position makes him ex officio a 
member of the Library Commission. 


Mr. Spaulding Made WPA Consultant 


The American Library Association 
announces the appointment by Admin- 
istrator Harry L. Hopkins, of Forrest 
B. Spaulding, librarian of the Des 
Moines Public Library, as consultant 
on library projects in the Works Prog- 
ress Administration. 

Mr. Spaulding will carry on his 
duties as Works Progress Administra- 
tion Consultant from his office in the 
Des Moines Public Library. 


Iowa Library Summer School 


There will be no session this year 
of the Summer Library School at Iowa 
City in connection with the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

Librarians wishing to take library 
school work this summer might apply 
to Kansas State Teachers College, Em- 
poria, and to the Wisconsin Library 
School at Madison, though it is quite 
probable that only librarians actually 
in positions will be admitted. 

The Iowa Summer Library School 
will probably be resumed in 1938. 


The Pro and Con Text Book 


The Congressional Digest offers the 
above publication published monthly 
on the outstanding subject for the 
month without editorial bias or ad- 
vertising for fifty cents a copy. The 
present number deals with the Su- 
preme Court issue. 

Send order to the Congressional 
Digest, 2131 LeRoy Place, Washington, 
D. C. 
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What It. Has Meant to Me to Be a 
Library Trustee 

In the June-September number of the 
Iibrary Quarterly the suggestion was 
made of printing a symposium on the 
above subject in the next number. 

The suggestion is carried out here- 
with and will be continued in our next 
issue if other contributions are received. 


**Tt has been a matter of no little satisfac- 
tion to have had a small part in the develop- 
ment of the public library in Boone, since 
1898 when I was made a trustee. To witness 
the widening influence for good of the library 
in the community also the contact with those 
interested in library work has ever been a joy 
and an inspiration. It has enabled me to keep 
abreast with the literature of the times, in a 
way that otherwise I could not possibly have 
done. 

(Mrs. A. J.) Fiora E. 8. BARKLEY, 
Boone. 


** Because I have always enjoyed public serv- 
ice, I have received much satisfaction from 
serving as a trustee of the Fort Dodge Free 
Public Library. Such service affords an op- 
portunity to affect for good the lives of the 
patrons of our library. Especially is that 
true of the boys and girls because the library 
furnishes wholesome entertainment and valu- 
able instruction in their homes.’’ 

C. V. FInpway, 
Fort Dodge. 


‘*Satisfaction of working on a worth while 
job, inereased interest in adult education, 
stimulus to reading more books of lasting 
value, greater knowledge of trend in present- 
day writing, interesting discoveries regarding 
the workings of the human mind.’’ 

(Mrs. Gorpon) Appre C. HAyYEs, 
Red Oak. 


‘“My thirty-five years of library trusteeship 
have meant most to me in the inspiration I 
have received from the library workers I have 
known. I have served on other public boards, 
as school and hospital, but find the spirit of 
librarians toward their work almost universally 
of a higher type than shown by workers in 
other lines. 

Thanks for the assurance that there are 
faithful, unselfish, high minded public servants. 
And that library trustees need only be as those 
we read of in the Bible who made steady and 
upheld the hands of their wise leader, ‘that 
the battle go not against them, even unto the 
going down of the sun.’ And thank you for 
this opportunity to salute those in the library 
world whom I know and love.’’ 

Mary BURNSIDE JOHNSON, 
Oskaloosa. 


**T am the oldest member on our board in 
int of service—ten years. I enjoy this serv- 
ice more than I can express in words. We have 
had many difficult problems during my terms, 





yet I have -been happy in giving the best in 
me to this work. 

I am a thorough believer in non-paid boards 
for such departments as libraries, schools, uni- 
versities, various commissions such as recre- 
ation, fish and game, and civic centers. The 
reason is clear—it keeps politics out and that 


is a very big thing.’’ 
F. H. Roost, M. D., 
Sioux City. 

**Being a trustee of the Bloomfield Public 
Library for twenty-four years has been a re- 
sponsibility, a privilege, and a pleasure, extend- 
ing my interest, enlarging my vision, and in- 
creasing my understanding and tolerance.’’ 

(Mrs. W. J.) Bette Hugues STEcKEL, 
Bloomfield. 


‘*Being a library trustee has been a respon- 
sibility which has two advantages—an oppor- 
tunity for definite service to the community 
and an inereased interest in books, authors, 
and readers.’’ 

Mrs. R. M. Turt._e, 
Spencer. 


‘*My chief pleasure in serving as a member 
of the board of trustees of our public library 
is the opportunity it gives for furthering adult 
education, at least in an advisory capacity. 

No matter how capable the librarian is in 
administering the funds and in the manage- 
ment of the library as a whole, there is need 
of that connecting link between the library 
and the public which gives the latter assur- 
ance and seemingly a voice in such administra- 
tion. A trustee in any public service should 
feel that weight of responsibility which I for 
one have gladly assumed and made active. 

(Mrs. F. W.) Atice C. Wertz, 
Des Moines. 





Libraries and the WPA 


The following article was written by 
Mrs. Donahoe at the request of the 
editor of the Library Quarterly that the 
librarians of the state might know what 
ean be done by cooperation between li- 
braries and the WPA. And we believe 
that what has been done in Polk County 
may be done elsewhere if the same con- 
ditions are observed. For there are 
several elements which have been pres- 
ent in this project which must be pres- 
ent if any project is to be successful. 

1. A trained and competent libra- 
rum as supervisor. The success of the 
Polk County Project has been due en- 
tirely to Mrs. Donahoe and her library 
standards and knowledge of library 
methods and tools. Training alone is 
not sufficient and Mrs. Donahoe also 
possesses, as a successful supervisor 
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must possess, those qualifications which 
would make a librarian successful in any 
executive position. But such qualifica- 
tions alone will not suffice. 

2. Library headquarters and spon- 
sorship, making available library tools, 
advice and, if possible, as in case of the 
Polk County Project, instruction in 
mending before it is done independent- 
ly by WPA workers. 


3. <A selected collection of books. A 
collection secured by donation without 
revision by a librarian will not answer 
the purpose. Polk county was fortu- 
nate in being able to use traveling li- 
brary books. However, we believe that 
a survey of books in the schools and 
small towns of many counties would 
show a sufficient number of traveling 
library books to make a beginning pos- 
sible. 

One thing more must be insisted upon 
if the standards of librarianship are 
to be maintained and that is that un- 
skilled workers such as are employed, 
and indeed the only ones available in 
any county for this work, shall not be 
considered in any sense as librarians. 





Polk County WPA Library Project 
No. 550 


By DorotHy DONAHOE, Supervisor 

The objectives of this project are 
two-fold. From the standpoint of the 
Iowa Library Commission, the objec- 
tive is to increase library facilities in 
Polk county through the establishment 
of libraries where none existed, and 
to increase the efficiency of those al- 
ready in existence. From the stand- 
point of WPA the objective is to pro- 
vide employment for available certified 
white collar workers from the WPA 
lists. The two objectives are coordi- 
nated so that both goals are being at- 
tained. 

At its unheralded inception early 
in December, 1935, the Polk County 
Project could claim but one profes- 
sional librarian, the supervisor, and 
has no more now. From this modest 
beginning, in spite of the historically 
subzero weather of 1936, the Polk 
County Library Project has been re- 








sponsible for reaching its objective in 
twenty-one library centers, and in giv- 
ing employment to sixty-five unskilled 
women with forty-two now working. 


The project started its campaign of 
action by establishing a training class 
in book mending at the Library Com- 
mission. Instruction was given by a 
woman who had had considerable ex- 
perience in this type of work and who 
at one time had been employed as book 
mender by the Des Moines Board of 
Edueation. All the workers were sub- 
jected to this training course before 
being sent out to a station, and as each 
new book mender is added to the proj- 
ect she too receives instruction from 
the head book mender. Bulletins are 
issued from time to time by the Super- 
visor which cover the subject of li- 
brary standards, library routine, the 
qualifications of librarian, the spirit 
of service a librarian should embody, 
personal habits demanded of library 
workers such as punctuality, close at- 
tention to work, courtesy, personal 
appearance and cleanliness. The su- 
pervisor at frequent intervals revises 
the work of each individual. On the 
job training is given at the time of 
her visits. Wages of the worker are 
figured on the prevailing wage scale 
paid in private employment for com- 
parable work. 


While the girls were going to 
school, and receiving their training 
the supervisor was making a round 
of visits to school superintendents 
throughout the county to enlist their 
interest and cooperation in establish- 
ing library centers in their communi- 
ties. While the project was still in the 
talking stage, there was considerable 
apprehension as to just how much co- 
operation could be expected from these 
various communities. The supervisor 
found, however, a gratifying amount 
of spontaneous acceptance to the plan. 


The next step, of course, was to 
establish the WPA workers in the sev- 
eral communities. One of the first jobs 
was the rehabilitation of the books in 
those libraries, which were already in 
existence. School textbooks were also 






























































reconditioned at these places. The 
regular work, and the duty of serving 
the pupils in the library provided 
enough work to keep the attendant 
fully occupied. The advantages to the 
children of having textbooks and li- 
brary books with pages that do not 
fall out and which are clean and at- 
tractive instead of dirty and dogeared 
have been fully apparent to teachers 
and school boards. Limited budgets, 
particularly in rural schools, would not 
allow for any rejuvenation of dilapi- 
dated books. With WPA help, it has 
been possible to put many of the books 
in a condition where they are almost 
as good as new, and will stand hard 
wear for several years. 


The matter of equipment is a co- 
operative affair. The school or the 
community furnishes the room space, 
the shelves, the mending materials 
(purchased through the supervisor) 
and in some instances, part of the 
books. The Traveling Library of the 
Iowa Library Commission furnishes 
books to those centers which have none 
of their own, and supplements to a 
large degree the book set-up in others. 
WPA of course, furnishes the labor. 
In one of the centers the supervisor 
had the privilege of advising the Par- 
ent Teacher’s Association how to spend 
$25.00 for books, their contribution to 
the school library of that particular 
community. 

In addition to the rehabilitation and 
enlarging of the libraries in these cen- 
ters, WPA workers have been useful in 
the clerical end of library work. Be- 
eause of insufficient personnel, and in 
some cases none at all, it had been im- 
possible to keep card catalogues and 
other records complete and up-to-date. 
WPA workers have made it possible 
for some of these places to operate 
much more efficiently, because previ- 
ously the library was incapable of giv- 
ing the benefit to the full extent of 
its resources to the community. 


Besides card-indexing and accession- 
ing, done under supervision the project 
has made itself useful in other ways. 
Files of pamphlets have been accumu- 








lated and subject-headed according to 
the Reader’s Guide, by a worker at 
the Library Commission office under 
supervision. These booklets and 
pamphlets were obtained free from the 
government, business houses, and trav- 
el agencies and have proved to be ex- 
cellent reference material. After the 
collection is sorted, it is distributed to 
the schools. In one of the schools, a 
collection of seven hundred agricul- 
tural pamphlets has been catalogued, 
in another, a collection of Home Eco- 
nomics material. 

Special arrangements were made to 
keep many library centers open during 
the school vacation periods, due to the 
fact that WPA workers were avail- 
able to take charge of the libraries. 
Story telling which was inaugurated 
during the summer months proved very 
popular with the children. 


The Polk County Library Project is 
fortunate in having two people who 
are trained in art work who do nothing 
but make posters. These posters are 
used in the centers in connection with 
book displays and also in an attempt 
to educate children in the proper use 
and care of books. The posters are so 
attractive and purposeful that the 
county superintendent of schools has 
requested a set of nine posters for 
each of the sixty-four schools under 
his supervision. 

Almost all of the superintendents 
have expressed their appreciation, at 
some time or other, of the WPA li- 
brary work. In one instance, the su- 
perintendent has come to recognize it 
as so valuable a part of the school 
routine, that he plans to make the set 
up a permanent one at the expiration 
of WPA. 


The Polk County Library Project 
has four or five new libraries in mind 
which will be established in the near 
future. One of the objects of the proj- 
ect is to pave the way for a county 
library. It is a worthwhile ambition, 
for people show that they do appre- 
ciate opportunities to develop their 
minds when the means are provided. 
Not the least of the Polk County 
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Library Project accomplishments is 
that of rejuvenating economically and 
spiritually the women from the relief 
rolls. Under skilled supervision these 
women have learned rapidly to do a 
eapable job of mending and other 
book renovating operations which may 
enable them to make their own way 
in private employment. 





Librarians Declared a Timid Lot 


One of the most vigorous speeches 
made at the Midwinter Conference in 
Chicago was by J. O. Modisette, chair- 
man of the Louisiana State Library 
Commission, who spoke briefly but 
pointedly at the open meeting of the 
Library Extension Board on state leg- 
islative programs. Scoring librarians 
for the timidity of their approach to 
appropriating bodies, he said in part: 

‘‘Libraries are institutions of edu- 
cation and culture and should be 
ranked along with the state depart- 
ments of education and state univer- 
sities as of equal importance. The 
triumvirate should have equal support 
financially. The schools take a child 
at six and turn him out at eighteen; 
the college or university takes him 
until he is twenty-two or twenty-five, 
and lets him out as no further concern 
of theirs; the public library is busy 
educating him from the cradle to the 
grave. 

**Lack of recognition of the library’s 
importance will continue until libra- 
rians as a profession rise and make a 
stand for what they know they ought 
to have. As a group they are timid 
and modest. They ask authorities for 
much less in the way of appropriation 
than they need for good service, and 
accept a pittance with gratitude. If 
they are turned down entirely—they 
apologize to the legislatures and poli- 
ticians for having asked for any funds 
at all! What they should do is to 
stand flat footed and four square for 
the library’s just due, and when the 
politicians are convinced that the li- 
brarians mean what they say and that 
the library’s constitutents want li- 
brary service, then and then only will 





appropriations for libraries come in 
abundance as they should.’’ 
—Bulletin, A. L. A., March, 1937. 





Books by Iowa and Former Iowa 
Authors 

The editor of the Library Quarterly 
pleads guilty of lack of attention to 
this subject and excuses while sufficient 
to her may not seem so to the authors 
and will therefore be omitted. At the 
present time we wish to mention three 
books. 

**Cha-ki-shi,’” by Halla Rhode, di- 
of Indian work in the Historical De- 
partment, and Bessie Coon, teacher in 
the Des Moines Public Schools is pub- 
lished by Seribner’s and went on sale 
February first at 88 cents. 

This is the true story of a little Mes- 
quakie Indian girl and should be in 
every Iowa library. 

‘‘How a Dane Became an Ameri- 
ean,’’ by Rev. T. M. Nielsen, of West 
Union is not only a book by an Iowa 
author, but again about an Iowa man 
and should appeal especially to our 
Danish population. This also is a book 
which Iowa libraries should buy. It 
may be ordered from the Torch Press, 
Cedar Rapids or the author at West 
Union. Price $2.50. 

Clarence W. Sumner, former libra- 
rian of the Sioux City Public Library, 
and now librarian at Youngstown, 
Ohio, recently installed a Mother’s 
Room in the Youngstown library where 
trained librarians help parents to se- 
lect reading for their children. 

Out of this interesting work has 
grown the book ‘‘Birthright of Baby- 
hood,’’ of which Mr. Sumner is author. 
This is a manual for mothers which 
gives the methods recommended in the 
Mother’s Room for leading a child 
from babyhood through the world of 
good literature. A very practical and 
helpful list of books is included in 
this book which is published by Thomas 
Nelson and Sons and sells for one 
dollar. 


This book is recommended for buy- 
ing by the libraries of the state. 
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National Broadcasts of Interest to 
Libraries 

A weekly radio series entitled, 
‘Treasures next door’’ was launched 
by the Office of Education in Novem- 
ber. This broadcast is heard at 3 p. m. 
CST over the Columbia network and 
includes a dramatization of standard 
books. The expectation is that these 
broadeasts will send people to the 
public libraries by advertising old 
books and libraries may help by post- 
ing information concerning these 
broadeasts. 

‘‘The world is yours,’’ a Smithsonian 
Institute program is scheduled every 
Sunday morning at 10:30 CST over the 
Red network of the National Broad- 
casting Company. 

The broadcast, ‘‘Let freedom ring,’’ 
comes on Monday evening at 9:30 CST, 
also over the Columbia network. 

Information should be placed on li- 
brary bulletin boards regarding these 
broadcasts that those who are inter- 
ested may listen to them. Further in- 
formation may be secured from the 
Office of Education, Washington, D. 
C. Ask to be put on their mailing list. 





Biennial Report of the Iowa Library 
ion 

The eighteenth Biennial Report of 
the Iowa Library Commission for the 
biennium ending June 30, 1936, was 
forwarded to the governor on the date 
due, November 1, 1936. Owing to 
election excitement on the part of 
some one the report was mislaid and 
lost and it was not until two or three 
months later that this was discovered 
by the Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission and a second copy furnished. 

Hence the printed copy which should 
have been ready when the legislature 
met, was only ready for their adjourn- 
ment. Copies were mailed to the li- 
braries as soon as received. 





Answer Your Letters 


Frequent complaints come to the Li- 
brary Commission Secretary that li- 
brarians do not answer their letters 
and of this the secretary is well aware. 





Many offenders in many ways might be 
excused in. matters of delinquency by 
all of us, if they would write and tell 
why they are not doing as they should. 
It is hard to understand how a libra- 
rian who is supposed to be conducting 
her library in a businesslike manner 
should be so unbusinesslike, as to al- 
low her correspondence to go un- 
answered, to say nothing of its being 
discourteous. 

Even though late in the year, we 
think it not too late for a New Year’s 
resolution that this year letters shall 
be answered when received. To be 
busy is no exeuse. This is an impor- 
tant part of your business. Some day 
you may need or want a prompt reply 
to one of your own letters. 

Take this to heart. Do not be one 
of the careless ones. Do not get the 
reputation of never answering letters. 





Conservation Book Available 


A few copies of the book ‘‘Iowa 
Twenty-five-Year Conservation Plan,’’ 
are still available. The 176-page bound 
book is illustrated and constitutes a 
report of a survey made in 1933 of 
the natural resources of Iowa. The 
twenty-five-year conservation program 
is now being carried on with the re- 
port as the basis. 


Libraries not having a copy of this 
book fay obtain it by directing a 
request to the State Conservation Com- 
mission, Tenth and Mulberry, Des 
Moines. The book will be mailed free 
of charge and postpaid. 


A Tribute to Callie Wieder 


The following came too late for the 
last Quarterly, but we feel the libra- 
rians of Iowa should see it. 


Dear Julia Robinson: 

I have been trying to send you not only a 
personal but an official letter of sympathy on 
the passing of Callie Wieder. She was our 
personal friend and colleague and a great li- 
brarian. We are all poorer personally be- 
cause she is no longer with us. But Iowa 
suffers deeply in the loss of her able leader- 
ship, and to Iowa through you I express my 
sympathy. 

Mary EMOGENE HaZetne, Principal, 
Wisconsin Library School. 











School Library Notes 

The seventh grade at Belle Plaine is 
very proud of new books which have 
been given to their library by friends 
of the class. 

The County Superintendent of 
Schools of Carroll county maintains 
three separate libraries for the free 
use of the teachers and pupils of the 
county. For the teachers there is a 
professional library of two hundred 





we and fifty volumes. While each school 
z.. maintains a small library, these in 
all many cases are not adequate. To sup- 
be plement these libraries, a collection of 
on eight hundred volumes is available in 
ay the superintendent’s office. In addi- 
ly tion there is an adult library of ref- 
erence books and magazines. 
he At a meeting of the Hartford Par- 
he ent-Teacher’s Association held during 
8. February, plans were made to raise 


money for the purchase of library 
books for the different grades. 





va Holstein’s Junior High School li- 
” brary received much praise from the 
1d supervisor of the Northwest District 
a when he visited the school. The li- 
of brary contains about 2,500 volumes, 
1e well housed and efficiently organized 
m and supervised and kept in good state 
e- of repair. 

is PERSONALS 

a Helen Clapp, former librarian of the 
n- West Union Publie Library and a grad- 
Ps uate since leaving West Union of the 
e Riverside, California, Library School, 


has become librarian of the Beaumont, 

California, District Library. 
Viarda Clark Brubeck, who before 
e her marriage was an assistant in the 
A- Davenport Publie Library, and Marian 
Manley, at one time connected with the 
Sioux City Publie Library, both have 


a articles in the March number of the 
on Wilson Bulletin. Mrs. Brubeck is now 
. librarian of the Dunkirk, New York, 
< library, and Miss Manley is librarian of 
* the Business Branch of the Newark, 
r- New Jersey, Public Library. 

y L. L. Dickerson, former librarian of 


Grinnell College, and president of the 
Iowa Library Association, was married 








on December thirty-first to Mrs. Vera 
Bertram, of Chicago. Mr. Dickerson is 
librarian of the Indianapolis Public Li- 
brary. 

James G. Hodgson, a graduate of the 
State University of Iowa, and a mem- 
ber of the Summer Library School elass 
of 1913, became librarian of the Colo- 
rado State College of Agriculture, at 
Fort Collins, on September 1, 1936. 

Helena Le Fevre, at one time libra- 
rian at Indianola, has been assistant li- 
brary supervisor of public libraries of 
the State of New York since January, 
1932. 

Robert Miller, formerly of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa Library, has been ap- 
pointed acting librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. 

Florence Noble, for some years }i- 
brarian at Monticello, now employed 
in the Cincinnati, Ohio, Public Library, 
was able to make a brief visit to her 
home town while the Cincinnati library 
was closed by the flood. 

Genie Preston, of Strawberry Point, 
a graduate of the Illinois Library 
School, and recently employed in the 
library of the University of Kansas, 
is now employed in the Publie Library 
of Saginaw, Michigan. 

Helen Pierce, former librarian of 
West High School, Des Moines, is li- 
brarian of the Junior College at Mo- 
desta, California. 

The announcement of the engagement 
of Lavinia Steele, recently connected 
with the Masonic Library, at Cedar 
Rapids, to Frederic Bateman, of Green- 
lock, New Jersey, has been made. 

Previous to going to Cedar Rapids, 
Miss Steele was cataloger for a num- 
ber of years in the State Library, Des 
Moines, and is well known to Iowa li- 
brarians. The marriage is set for April. 





The P. M. Musser Library, of Mus- 
eatine, is rejoicing in a new lighting 
system, the gift of C. R. Musser, son 
of the donor of the library building. 
This gives the Muscatine library one 
of the finest and most modern lighting 
systems of any library in a city of its 
size in the country. 
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Library News of the State 











Algona—tThe library is again the re- 
eipient of a Christmas gift from Mrs. 
Gardner Cowles of $200.00 for the pur- 
chase of books. This is the third gift 
to the library from Mr. and Mrs. 
Cowles during the past three years. 

Arthur—Mary Churehhill has been 
named member of the library board, to 
sueceed Mrs. A. W. Kuhl who has re- 
moved to Ida Grove. 

Boone—The Ericson library has in- 
augurated a series of book reviews, the 
first of which was very satisfactory in 
attendance and program. 

Burlington—Milton Blaul has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Rev. Charles F. Zum- 
mach. 

Carroll—_The mayor has appointed 
Carl Hess as a member of the library 
board in place of C. C. Colelo, whose 
term has expired. 

Cedar Falls—The paintings of Arne 
Bodholdt, formerly of Waterloo, and 
at present an architect in Chicago, 
were on display at the public library 
during February. 

They are examples of the modern im- 
pressionists and were done by the 
artist merely as a hobby. 

Cedar Rapids—The Public Library 
was established forty years ago as evi- 
denced by an article reprinted in the 
Gazette from old files. The members 
of the board of directors, so called, are 
no longer with us but revered in mem- 
ory for their good work of the past. 
Among such, particularly, F. F. Daw- 
ley, Mrs. C. D. Van Vechten, and Luth- 
er Brewer, who was a member until 
his death a few years ago, are especial- 
ly recalled. Virginia Dodge was li- 
brarian and Katherine Canfield assist- 
ant. 

Harry Boyd has been named a li- 
brary trustee to fill the unexpired 
term of Jay Sigmund, who has re- 
signed. 





Centerville—The Public Library has 
been fortunate in receiving a balance 
of $1,300 of its unpaid funds from a 
closed bank. The library board is 
considering using this money for 
needed improvement in the library 
building to inelude a children’s read- 
ing room. 

Cherokee—A display of rare and 
valuable Roman coins, part of the col- 
lection owned by Nestor Stiles, was 
exhibited in the juvenile rooms of the 
library during March. 


Council Bluffs— Lucille Shanklin, 
children’s librarian, resigned on Janu- 
ary first to take a position in the Cleve- 
land County Library system, as libra- 
rian of Roosevelt School. Frances Sul- 
livan, a graduate of Western Reserve 
Library School, was appointed to fill 
the vacancy. 

Work on government documents and 
the indexing of early Council Bluffs 
newspapers is being done by WPA 
workers. 

Davenport—Wayne G. Cook has 
been named by the mayor to succeed 
Carl E. Schlegel, who retired after 
thirty years of service on the library 
board. 


By arrangement with Superintendent 
of Schools, the sixth grades of all the 
schools, fifteen in number, visited the 
library for a tour of inspection and 
a lesson on the card catalog and the ar- 
rangement of books on the shelves. 
The classes were brought in the school 
bus. One class worked out the infor- 
mation in a dramatization of their vis- 
it to the library. 

Des Moines Public Library—Rev. JJ. 
Walton Kempe succeeds Mrs. George 
Tones on the library board. 

Alice Wilson, a member of the 1936 
class of the University of Iowa Sum- 
mer School, has joined the library staff 
as librarian of the Lincoln Heights 
Branch. 

June Rehfield, a graduate of Drake 
University, 1935, has joined the staff 
as assistant at the Capitol Hill Branch. 

Des Moines—Historical Department 
—O. E. Klingaman, of Davenport, has 
been named curator of the Historical 
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Department to replace Edgar R. Har- 
lan, who has held office for nearly 
twenty-nine years. 

Mr. Klingaman, a geologist, was head 
of the Extension Division of the State 
University of Iowa, and more recent- 
ly director of Scott County Relief at 
Davenport. 

David C. Mott, for eighteen years 
editor of the Annals of Iowa, has ten- 
dered his resignation to take effect 
about April fifteenth when the April 
number of the Annals is off the press. 
No successor has been appointed. 

Dubuque — County Library Associa- 
tion—The County Association has add- 
ed a book exchange through which 
paid up members of the association 
may borrow the latest and best books 
of fiction and nonfiction for $1.00 a 
year. Non-members must pay $2.00. 
Books are also rented at 2¢ a day. 
There are about forty books in the ex- 
change and the rentals are profitable 
financially as well as serving to popu- 
larize the regular work of the associa- 
tion. 


Dunlap—Mrs. Irene Oliver has been 
appointed librarian to fill the vacancy 
eaused by the death of Mrs. Bessey 
Manchester. Mrs. Oliver has had train- 
ing and experience as a _ primary 
teacher. 

Emmetsburg—George Appleby, as- 
sistant in the public library, was 
knocked down and injured by an auto- 
mobile on March first and suffered 
various injuries which will detain him 
in a hopsital for several days. 


Fort Madison—W. ©. Stempel has 
resigned as member of the library 
board and George Bone has been ap- 
pointed to fill the unexpired term. 


Garner—A Book Fair was arranged 
by Mrs. A. Frances Fritsch for a meet- 
ing of the Woman’s Club on the eve- 
ning of January nineteenth. Books 
were exhibited and talks given on old 
textbooks, rare editions, books of the 
International Mind Aleove, books on 
the fine arts, and for children and on 
hobbies. Musical numbers formed part 
of the program. 

Grand Junction—Mrs. H. H. Turner 


and Mrs. Claus Loof are the new mem- 
bers of the library board. 

Grinnell—J. G. Shifflett has been 
named a trustee of the Stewart Li- 
brary to succeed R. B. Work, who has 
moved from Grinnell. 

Hampton — Peterson School, of 
Franklin county, has made a contract 
by which they may borrow books from 
the library for a year. 

Iowa City — University Libraries— 
Edna June Shenton (Illinois Library 
School, 1936), of Indianola, joined the 
staff of the University of Iowa Libra- 
ries on March first as an assistant in 
the order department. 

Lois Cowgill (Illinois Library 
School), joined the staff of the library 
as a cataloger on February first. Miss 
Cowgill has been head of the catalog 
department of Butler University. 

Iowa Falls—S. R. Bruce has been 
made a member of the library board 
to succeed Rev. Maurice Lesher, who 
resigned from the library board when 
he resigned his pastorate. 


Madrid—Mrs. Fred Burch and Mrs. 
Donald Kassar have been appointed on 
the library board to fill the vacancies 
caused by the resignation of Earl 
Brown and Frank Graves. 

Marshalltown—Helen Rex, librarian 
of the Spencer Public Library for the 
past five years has been named li- 
brarian to succeed Blanche Stewart, 
who goes to Waterloo. Miss Rex is a 
graduate of Grinnell College and of 
the Western Reserve University Li- 
brary School. 

Mason City — During January a 
collection of etchings, woodeuts and 
lithographs were shown in the library, 
borrowed from the Cedar Rapids Lit- 
tle Gallery. 

The Book Pilot, published by the li- 
brary staff for five or six years with 
book lists, book reviews, and other help- 
ful library material has been resumed 
after a lapse caused by lack of finances. 

A broadcast ‘‘The book pilot of the 
air,’’ will soon be launched by the li- 
brary. Geo. E. Brose has loaned the 
library a radio that the staff may hear 
their own programs. 
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Montrose—On Wednesday evening 
preceding Christmas, Henry Brunat 
and Son of Keokuk brought a large 
amplifier and placed it on the roof of 
one of the tallest buildings in town 
and broadcast a program of Christmas 
earols. Following this they gave the 
library board the privilege of putting 
on a short library program, which the 
library board was very glad to do. 


Moville—The Public Library is eight 
years old and has almost 1,200 volumes. 
It is sponsored by the Women’s Club, 
is housed in the City Hall, and has a 
rental shelf of new books. 


Muscatine—Helene Haefner has been 
appointed a member of the library 
staff to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Mrs. Myrtle Rockstad 
Mathewson as assistant. 


Newton—Blanche Maytag has re- 
signed the position as assistant libra- 
rian, which she has held for several 
years. Pauline Zwifelhofer, a member 
of last years Summer Library School 
class has become assistant. 


Rembrandt—Mrs. A. O. Siefken has 
been elected librarian to succeed Mrs. 
W. J. Collins. 

Rock Rapids—Librarian Viola Al- 
bertus recently completed a course in 
library methods from the Extension 
Division of Wisconsin University with 
an A-average. 

St. Ansgar—<Adeline Westerberger 
has been named on the library board 
to succeed Mrs. C. P. Golberg who has 
resigned. 


Sioux City—On December nineteenth, 
Cecil Benton, children’s librarian, was 
married to Roderick N. Purcell and 
Mabel Franchere, assistant at the main 
desk, was married on January fifth to 
Henry L. Kamphoefner. Mr. Kam- 
phoefner was the architect for the 
band shell in Sioux City. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kamphoefner have gone to live in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Mrs. Purcell 
will continue her work in the library. 


Mary Dyer and Bluma Olensky have 
been added to the staff. Miss Olensky 
attended library school at Columbia 
last summer. Miss Dyer is a graduate 





of Morningside College and attended 
Illinois Library School during the sum- 
mer. Margaret Lane, assistant in the 
eatalog department has been trans- 
ferred to the main desk, to take Mrs. 
Kamphoefner’s place. 

A new tier of stacks has been in- 
stalled in the main library and adds 
greatly to the convenience and appear- 
ance in the room. 

Spencer—Mrs. Howard M. Summers 
has been appointed a member of the 
library board to fill the unexpired term 
of Myra Wood, who died recently. 
Lucile Davis, assistant in the Iowa City 
Public Library, has been selected as 
librarian to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Miss Rex. 


Vinton—Dr. E. H. Dowden has been 
appointed on the library board to suc- 
ceed the late J. E. Marietta. Connec- 
tion with the city heating plant has 
recently been made and a new light- 
ing system is soon to be installed in 
the library. 


Waterloo—Blanche Stewart, libra- 
rian at Marshalltown since September 
1, 1935, has been appointed librarian 
to succeed Miss Wieder, who passed 
away. 

Miss Stewart was born and reared in 
Waterloo and was formerly employed 
as extension librarian in this library. 
She is a graduate of Oberlin and of 
the Pratt Library School. 

After leaving Waterloo, she was 
connected with the Utica Public Li- 
brary for three years before coming to 
Marshalltown. Miss Stewart has also 
had experience as a Welfare Worker 
both in Des Moines and Waterloo. 


Waverly—Florence Grove, librarian 
since 1933, has resigned to take a posi- 
tion as junior assistant in the public 
library at Marshalltown. Miss Grove 
has done very satisfactory work while 
in Waverly and leaves the library in 
good condition and ranking well in 
the state. 


Whiting—Mrs. Marguerite Croker 
has been appointed to fill the vacancy 
on the library board caused by the 
death of Mrs. Kittie Croker. 
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New Libraries 


The following list of new libraries 
does not seem to have been noted in 
the Quarterly: 

The ‘‘Lisbon Little Library’’ will 
be a memorial to the High School class 
of 1936 with whom the idea of a li- 
brary originated. 

The project was taken up by the 
school faculty and board, the Legion 
auxiliary, and the various churches 
and clubs. The books came by dona- 
tion and a room was offered in the 
school building and the library is now 
open three times a week. 

At Ogden, the library is sponsored 
by the Woman’s Club. Donations have 
been received and books are borrowed 
from the Traveling Library. 

At Sumner an organization has been 
definitely started and a board of direc- 
tor’ elected to serve for a year. Do- 
nations have been received and a room 
secured. Mrs. G. Wiley Beveridge is 
president of the board. 





Gifts and Benefits 


The Allison library has received a 
contribution of money toward the pur- 
chase of a book truck. 

Because of the necessity of with- 
drawing many badly worn books from 
the Aurelia library without funds ‘to 
replace them the board is asking for 
donations of books or funds and pub- 
lishing a list of books desired. 

A benefit party held in February 
netted the Battle Creek library $23.00 
for the purchase of books. 

A gift from the Gardner Cowles 
Foundation has made possible a new 
library building for Drake University. 
The building will be placed on Uni- 
versity Avenue facing south at Twen- 
ty-eighth street. 

The committee from the trustees, Mr. 
John Brooks, of Proudfoot, Rawson, 
Brooks and Borg, and Miss Nethereut 
have been working on the plaas and 
hope to have them completed and open 
for the contractors’ bids very soon. 

Hampton reports gifts of books 
from various organizations and in- 
dividuals including twenty-five books 
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from Bernice Scantlebury, the collec- 
tion consisting of both fiction and non- 
fiction. Funds amounting to almost 
$60.00 received from the rental of the 
Club Room will be expended for new 
books and curtains. 

The Manly library has received a 
gift of $25.00 from the fire department 
for the purchase of books. A _ bake 
sale also added $15.00 to the book 
fund. 

The State University of Iowa Li- 
brary is the recipient of a collection 
of books on Typography, the gift of 
Mr. John Springer, a pioneer citizen 
of Iowa City. 

This collection of 1,800 volumes con- 
tains examples of type specimens, 
books important in printing history, 
and volumes illustrating the art and 
progress of printing through the cen- 
turies. A special book plate has been 
engraved, bearing the name of the 
donor. 

A new organization has _ recently 
been formed by the ‘‘Friends’’ of 
Parsons College. A person may be- 
come a ‘‘Friend’’ by giving one book 
a year or any larger number to the 
eollege library. Sixty volumes have 
been received by the college. Several 
‘*Friends’’ agree to give a book a 
month. These books will be furnished 
with a special book plate. 

The library board at Strawberry 
Point is grateful for the large number 
of magazines which have been given 
the library recently. 

The library at Sutherland has recent- 
ly received a welcome gift of books 
and magazines. 

Due to a decrease in their budget, 
the board of the Waverly Public Li- 
brary decided to appeal to local or- 
ganizations for financial help with 
which to buy new books. They re- 
ceived $85.00, of which the Women’s 
club contributed $50.00. 





DEATHS 
Mrs. D. R. Alexander, a former mem- 
ber of the Estherville library board, 
died at her home in Estherville on 
January twenty-second. She was a 











member of the board for thirty years 
and president from 1907 to 1933. She 
remained a member of the board until 
July, 1936, when she resigned because 
of ill health. 

In this work she gave generously 
of her time. Through her wide knowl- 
edge of books she aided materially in 
bringing the library to its present 
standard of efficiency. 

Miriam E. Carey, who was the first 
trained librarian of the Burlington 
Public Library, died on January ninth 
while visiting in Wyoming. 

She left the Burlington library in 
1905 to take the position of Supervis- 
ing Librarian of the State Institutions 
of Iowa, under the Board of Control, 
being the first librarian in charge of 
that work. 

From this position she went to a 
similar one in Minnesota in 1913 and 
held it until 1927, making in those 
years a unique contribution to the li- 
brary world. 

During 1918 and 1919 Miss Carey 
was on leave of absence as Field Di- 
rector in the American Library Asso- 
ciation War Service of the hospital li- 
brary work in the southern states. 

Perie Jones, who followed her in the 
Minnesota work wrote of her in the 
Library Journal for February 1, 1937: 

**She was one of that nucleus of remarkable 
women whom the turn of the century saw shap- 
ing the future of library affairs in these mid- 
western states. The apostle for libraries in 
prisons and hospitals, Miss Carey went up and 
down the country carrying the gospel in her 
own inimitable, dry, direct, effective manner 
to the American Prison Association, the A. L. 
A., state groups, library schools and clubs.’’ 

Raymond T. Davis, in charge of the 
mathematies library of the State Uni- 
versity, died in Kansas City, Missouri, 
on February fourth, of scarlet fever. 
He was teaching in the Kansas City 
schools this year. 


Isabel G. Horne, known, we believe 
to some Des Moines librarians, died 
Saturday, March sixth, at her home 
at Maywood, Illinois. Miss Horne was 
born and educated in Des Moines, was 
a graduate of Des Moines University 
and of the Illinois Library School. 
While in Des Moines she was employed 
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in the State and Public Libraries and 
later as high school librarian. After 
leaving Des Moines she held several 
responsible library positions being li- 
brarian at Maywood at the time of her 
death. 

Mrs. Bessey K. Manchester, librarian 
of the Dunlap Public Library, died on 
Christmas Day. She had not been in 
full health but was able to be on duty 
December twenty-third. 

Mrs. Manchester was elected libra- 
rian in 1923 and served with efficiency 
and was liked by all. 

John E. Marietta, for thirty years 
secretary of the Vinton Public Library, 
died at Long Beach, California, on 
January 26, 1937. Memorial services 
were held in the First Methodist 
Chureh in Vinton on Sunday, Febru- 
ary 7. 

Always identified with worthwhile 
community projects, he became trustee 
of the public library at its founding 
in 1904 and his wise counsel has al- 
ways been valuable. Resolutions re- 
cording esteem and deep sense of loss 
have been formulated by the board. 

Fred Meilhan, former janitor of the 
Burlington Public Library died at his 
home February 28, at the age of 81 
years. 

Mr. Meilhan retired from his posi- 
tion two years ago after thirty-three 
years of faithful service to the library. 

Mrs. Ada Rist, a former member of 
the Algona library board, passed away 
on February twenty-second. Mrs. Rist 
was a member of the Algona board for 
more than thirty years, resigning last 
year on account of poor health. She 
was a devoted member and a great 
help in library matters. 

Myra Wood, a member of the Spen- 
eer library board, died during January. 
She had served on the board from a 
time prior to the erection of the pres- 
ent library building. 

Resolutions were passed by the 
board expressing their appreciation of 
her long service, her loyalty, her cheer- 
ful acquiescence in the decisions of the 
majority and her devotion to the 
public. 








